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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. Section 1.97 - 1.99, the Applicant wishes to make the following 
references of record in the above-identified application. This Information Disclosure Statement 
is in compliance with the continuing duty of candor as set forth in 37 C.F.R. Section 1.56, 
Copies of the cited references are enclosed. These references are also listed on the enclosed 
PTO Form 1449. Australian Patent No. 708777 is the English equivalent of the French 
language publication WO 96/37222. 

In the judgment of the undersigned, portions of the listed references may be material to the. 
Examiner's consideration of the presently pending claims. This statement is not a 
representation that the listed references have effective dates early enough to be "prior art" 
within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. Section 102 or Section 103. 

Applicants do not believe any fee is due with this submission. If this belief be in error and the 
Patent Office determines that the fee prescribed in the relevant portion of 37 C.F.R. Section 
1.97 is applicable, the undersigned attorney by his signature hereby authorizes any such fee to 
be debited from Deposit Account 13-2490. 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 C.F.R. 1.8a) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the: Commissioner for Patents, Washington D.I 



Date: December 17, 2001 



TO 

Michael 




• 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Two (2) documents (italicized): 

POT Patent No. WO 96/37222, published November 28, 1996, and its English language equivalent 
Australian Patent No. 708777. 

Respectfully submitted, 

McDonnell Boehnen Hulbert & Berghoff 
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Michael S. Greenfiejd 
Reg. No. 37,142 
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